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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

Kindness Month at T.I.S.  
Our monthly attribute for the month of February is kindness. All month long we 
will be highlighting kindness at T.I.S. The focus on kindness will include morning 
announcements about kindness, a HAWK’s Nest lesson complete with the 
development of a school-wide kindness chain as well as a random acts of 
kindness school-wide activity.   
 

Generosity in Mrs. Hurley’s Class 

 
 

Students in Mrs. Hurley’s class received a surprise homemade gift from one of 
their classmates. Fourth grader Madelyn made masks for every student in her 
class as well as Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Sergeant and Mr. Dineen. Madelyn purchased 
the fabric, elastics and thread followed by spending upwards of 15 hours making 
the masks for her classmates. In addition to making the masks at home, Madelyn 
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created a presentation for her class about the importance of mask wearing. 
Thank you, Madelyn! 
 

1:1 District Chromebook Initiative 

All Tolland students in grades three through eight will be provided with a district 
Chromebook. These district Chromebooks will be required for every student. 
Students will need the district Chromebooks as opposed to personally owned 
devices. Emails outlining the 1:1 initiative have been sent to parents and 
guardians of fourth and fifth grade students. An email will be sent to third grade 
families on January 22. The only costs associated with the devices are an 
optional insurance policy and an optional hardshell protective case.  

   
Unified Arts Classwork 

Please check your child’s progress via the PowerSchool Portal. Any student with 
any outstanding assignments in a unified arts class (art, music, library and PE) 
will be offered extra time to hand in missing assignments.  Staff will be available 
to assist any student with makeup work as needed.  
  

Helping your Child with Reading at Home 
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-

parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading 

 
Below is an excerpt from an article that appeared in an online publication called 
Reading Rockets. The portion of the article below provides some guidance on 
how you can help your child with their reading at home.   
 
Here are a few examples of how adults can really help: 
Listen to your child read daily. Research has shown that, once kids are reading, it 
is helpful to read aloud to someone. I encourage parents to use the Pause, 
Prompt, Praise (3P) approach for this activity:                                      

• Pause: When the child makes a mistake, Pause… give him/her a chance 
to correct it. Don’t butt in until the child gets to the next punctuation point or 
where it is obvious that the error isn’t getting fixed.                     

• Prompt: When a child makes a mistake, you can prompt him/her to sound 
out the word better (look at that again… sound it out… what if we break the 
word there?) or to use the meaning (does that make sense? … what 
should that say?). If the child doesn’t get the word after one prompt, tell 
him/her the word and keep going.                    

• Praise: Praise the child for anything he/she does well (you read that great, 
you made a mistake, but you fixed it, etc.). 

https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading


Play word games: For example, I spy with my little eye something that begins 
with /m/. Recently, while dining with my grandchildren (a PreK and a K), I'd say a 
word, “Big,” and they would try to change just one sound in the word to make a 
new word (dig, or bib, or bag, etc.). Gosh, that was fun. 
 

  



T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 
February   

1 Kindness Month Begins  
  

10 Hawk Nests, 11:15 
 
    15-17 No School for Students 
 
 18 Coffee with the Principal 
 
 
 

  



CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 



 



    Third grade teachers would like to start by saying thank you for all the support at 
home.  We know that the couple weeks at home wasn’t easy for anyone and your 
support made it easier for us.  We are happy to have in-person students back in school 
and have our remote learners joining us each day.  T.I.S. just wasn’t the same without 
the happy faces of our third graders.   
    We are making great progress in our curriculum.  In the Journeys reading program 
we are entering Unit 4, Natural Wonders.  We start off reading Judy Moody Saves the 
World, where we discuss the importance of recycling.  Our next story is The 
Albertosaurus Mystery: Philip Currie’s Hunt in the Badlands, where students learn about 
the hunt for fossils.  We’ll be working on comprehension skills such as drawing 
conclusions, point of view, story structure, and monitoring while reading.   
    For grammar we’ll be working on adjectives that compare, word roots, the verb be, 
helping verbs, irregular verbs, and adverbs.  We are plugging right along in Fundations, 
most teachers are beginning Unit 7.  We are working on adding suffixes to words, 
marking words, and getting into more complex vocabulary.   
    Classes working in the Math in Focus program are beginning a unit on 
fractions.  Students working in the Bridges math program are beginning their unit on 
multiplication and division.  The San Francisco math program is also working on 
multiplication.  Having students practice math facts with games or reflex is a great way 
to help them with their daily math skills.   
    We wrapped up our social studies unit that focused on Connecticut and Tolland in the 
1700s.  Third graders looked at pictures of the Benton Homestead and learned about 
what life was like on a self-sufficient farm in the 1700s.  We also talked about the 
importance of living near the Connecticut river during this time. Next, we will begin to 
focus on a science unit called Odd Motions. Students will learn about forces, gravity, 
and do hands-on activities that focus on these concepts.   
    Again, thank you for all your support at home.  Third grade teachers are so happy to 
have wonderful and supportive parents at home during these times.   

Fourth grade students are transitioning from division to decimals. The division unit 
focuses on helping students understand decimal notation for fractions and comparing 
decimals.  We continue to use IXL and Reflex Math to strengthen our skills.  
 

In Language Arts, we are finishing up Unit 2, “Tell Me More”, which included fiction, 
non-fiction, and biography.    We will be starting Unit 3, “Inside Nature”, which focuses 
on non-fiction selections about understanding what’s happening in the natural world 
around us.  
 

We are integrating our social studies unit on the Northeast Region with informational 
writing instruction.  Students are learning to research and write an informational piece 
related to the Northeast Region.  Students are discovering that it's a great place to live!! 



 

Students continue to have a positive attitude as they focus on their learning, and are 
doing a great job adapting. 

Each month TIS focuses on one positive attribute. This month we are focusing on 
kindness. Fifth graders are writing one compliment to each classmate. They are also 
encouraged to write notes to anyone else in their lives who have been kind.  
 

Fifth grade students are working on their fraction and decimal units. They are currently 
focused on adding and subtracting but soon will be practicing multiplying and dividing. 
They will also be applying those skills to real world problems.  
 

In language arts, students are enjoying our unit “Play on Words.” They are learning the 
difference between literal and figurative language through literature and skits. We are 
reading the novel, The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster. This entertaining and 
engaging book is keeping our students on the edge of their seats! Ask your child to tell 
you about the book and the Abbott and Costello skit, “Who’s on First,” if they haven’t 
told you about it already.   
 

In Social Studies students are working on group projects to address the question “How 
did colonization affect the freedom and equality of various groups of people?”  They are 
taking on the role of being Smithsonian Museum experts to create a Slide Show exhibit 
entitled, “English Colonization of America."  



 

FROM THE MATH LAB:   
Happy New Year everyone.  We hope your winter is going well and 

you are able to enjoy some safe indoor and outdoor activities with your 
families.  The second cycle of math intervention is up and running and the 
students are doing a great job.  It is so wonderful to see how flexible the 
students are moving from remote learning to in-person instruction.  They 
should really be complimented. 

Third graders are focusing on finding the missing number in addition 
and subtraction equations.  They are using all types of strategies, but the 
one they really seem to enjoy the most is taking hops and jumps on the 
number line.  We are really impressed with their growth. 

Fourth graders have started solving word problems that are getting a 
little tricky.  We are using bar models to figure out some tough problems 
and the fourth graders are really stepping up their problem solving.  They 
are learning to ask themselves, “Does my answer make sense?” when they 
think they have found the answer.  It is an awesome way to check their 
work. 

Fifth graders have transitioned from multi-digit multiplication to some 
multi-digit division and some work on fractions is right around the 
corner.  These fifth graders are really showing some excellent skills in 
computation, which is fantastic to see.  Their confidence is growing, and 
their intervention teachers and math teachers are so proud of the effort 
they are putting in each day. 

Congratulations to the students who completed the winter Greg Tang 
New Year’s Challenge.  We had quite a few students who completed it over 
break.  If you have forgotten to pass it in, it is not too late.  Just bring it to 
your teacher and they will pass it along to the math intervention teachers.   
 

 
  



This and That from the T.I.S. Reading Department   
And...more great book suggestions because it’s always a good idea to read!   

First this:  Word of the year 2020:  Knuffelcontact 

Watch as some young Belgian children explain what it means. Then explore the <kn> 
grapheme, some <knee> pronunciations, some history and how to properly pronounce 
Knufflebunny. Here: 
 

                                          https://wordtorque.com/knuffelcontact-word-of-the-year/ 

Now that:  

And the award goes to: This year’s Newberry, Caldecott, Printz and Coretta Scott King book 
awards:  
 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1524715700/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&%2AVe
rsion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Are-Water-Protectors-Carole-
Lindstrom/dp/1250203554/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Water+Protectors&qid=161183
5325&sr=8-1 

https://wordtorque.com/knuffelcontact-word-of-the-year/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1524715700/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1524715700/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Water-Protectors-Carole-Lindstrom/dp/1250203554/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Water+Protectors&qid=1611835325&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Water-Protectors-Carole-Lindstrom/dp/1250203554/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Water+Protectors&qid=1611835325&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Water-Protectors-Carole-Lindstrom/dp/1250203554/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Water+Protectors&qid=1611835325&sr=8-1


 

https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Sad-Untrue-true-
story/dp/1646140001/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LNE5PMFAZV1Y&dchild=1&keywords=everything+sad+i
s+untrue&qid=1611835584&s=books&sprefix=Every%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1 
 

RESPECT: Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul: Weatherford, Carole Boston, Morrison, Frank: 
9781534452282: Amazon.com: Books 
 

New Releases….Picture books to look forward to; some on less serious topics: 
 

        
 

      
 
Full list here: 
 2021 Picture Book Previews Part Twelve | Mile High Reading 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Sad-Untrue-true-story/dp/1646140001/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LNE5PMFAZV1Y&dchild=1&keywords=everything+sad+is+untrue&qid=1611835584&s=books&sprefix=Every%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Sad-Untrue-true-story/dp/1646140001/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LNE5PMFAZV1Y&dchild=1&keywords=everything+sad+is+untrue&qid=1611835584&s=books&sprefix=Every%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Sad-Untrue-true-story/dp/1646140001/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LNE5PMFAZV1Y&dchild=1&keywords=everything+sad+is+untrue&qid=1611835584&s=books&sprefix=Every%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/RESPECT-Aretha-Franklin-Queen-Soul/dp/1534452281/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=RESPECT&qid=1611840323&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/RESPECT-Aretha-Franklin-Queen-Soul/dp/1534452281/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=RESPECT&qid=1611840323&sr=8-2
https://readingwithmrteut.wordpress.com/2021/01/15/2021-picture-book-previews-part-twelve/


News from Student Services

 
 

Developmental Guidance Classes 

 

 

Fourth Grade: Mindfulness 

In Fourth Grade developmental guidance, students have been introduced to 

Mindfulness. Over the next several weeks, students will be learning more about 

what mindfulness is and will have the opportunity to practice various mindfulness 

techniques. During extra special, Mrs. Hurley’s class had a chance to practice a 

mindful rainstorm where we spent some quiet moments making thunderstorm 

sounds with our hands. In addition, we practiced snake breathing. 

 

In regular specials with fourth grade, we have been exploring several other topics. 

In mid-January, students participated in a lesson about Who We Are. We watched 

a video about what makes up someone’s identity. We discussed that your culture, 

language, appearance, likes and dislikes, and values make up your identity. We 

then spent some time exploring who we are by identifying three items that we have 

that are important to us and why. We then shared our drawings and writing with 



each other to start to deepen our understanding of one another.

 
 

 

 

Hawk Student Ambassadors 

 

Hawk Student Ambassadors held our next virtual meeting in January. 

During this meeting, we discussed our school-wide trait for January, Empathy. 

Students participated in a lesson on empathy through Nearpod. We discussed 

examples of empathy and how to show someone empathy at school or at home. We 

had some wonderful conversations! 

 

Students were then invited to create a short video or writing piece on what 

empathy means to them. Each video was shown on the video announcements! 

Great job promoting empathy, Hawk Ambassadors!

 
 

 

Introducing practicum student Rae Slattery! Mrs. Slattery will be working 

with Mrs. Bishopric for the remainder of the school year as a school counseling 

practicum student. She will be visiting one day per week, from her graduate 

program at UConn. Mrs. Slattery brings a host of experience with her to T.I.S and 



is looking forward to learning a lot and working with our students! Any questions 

regarding Mrs. Slattery can be directed to Ashly Bishopric, 

abishopric@tolland.k12.ct.us.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE TOLLAND PUBLIC 

LIBRARY?? 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

  



 





 

  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 
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Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS Principal, Mr. Dineen  

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th graders. 
 

Current 5th Graders 

Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
(Coffee with the Principal Meeting) 

Time: 10:15am - 11:15am 

 

Google Meet information: 
https://meet.google.com/vnz-qfee-wbr 

  

Join by phone 

(US) +1 252-843-1044 PIN: 914 453 207# 

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools 

Middle School Math Placement website. It can be accessed directly with 

this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=4714

9004 or by following the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools 

website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics.  
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Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The End 

 

 


